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GIVES ORGANIZATION, TRAINING DATA
ON PEOPLE'S POLICE

NAMES 5 GRUUP GOMMANDERS -~ Zofingen, Allgemeine Schweizerische Volks-Zeltung,
13 Jan 51

At present the VOPO {Volkspolizet, People‘s Police) has a strength of -
130,000 men, with adequate infantry equipment. Movale 1s good, despite occas-
ionsl desertions. The sti1ongest regiments of the VOPO Elite Bereitschaften R
{Alert Units) are statiomed in the fortified cities of Osterburg, Burg, Apol- ’
lendorf near Magdeburg, Schwexrin, Erfurt, and Saelfeld.

Gruppenkommandanten {group commenders) of the five East German laender are
Geperals Laffmann (fnu) for Brandenburg, Welssenberger (fou) for Mecklenburg,
Von Weech (fnu) for Sachsen, Breithaupt (fpu) for Sachsen-Anhalt, and Schubert
{fnu) for Thueringen. These group commapders ere in charge of the Bereltschaf-
ten and the Police. Only the Lend-level organizations of the State Security
Service s-e under purely political control. -

The VOPO's only aviation school is located in Erfurt, a city known as
"the capitel of Soviet German aviation." According to relieble informationy
this school has little actual significance, having only some 50 old, Junker
and Messerschmitt aircraft at its disposal.

Daily, some 200 illegal border crossers go over into West Germany “ia the
"Friedenslinie” (peace boundary), as it is known in the Soviet Union, or “Fried-
hof Linie" (cemetery lipe), as the West Germans call it. The Occupation Powers
and the West German suthorities, alike, know that at least 10 percent of those
who choose "liberty" are Communizt agents. S

Theee sples and agitators are trained in the so-called "Politkultur" schools
in Torgau and Aschersleben. Director of the Torgau school is 45-year-0ld Jobann °
Sanitzer, a former Gestapo officiasl and henchman of Kaltenbrunner, one-time chief
of the Vienna Gestapo headquarters at the Hotel Metropol.
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"Each of these espionege training cenvers has about 500 resident students.
Not a single alumrus cf -these sinister-academies has ever been known to desert,
although most of their operwutions-are carried -out-in West Germany, where it
would be a simple matter for them to ask for sanctuary. These men are the real
shock troops of the Pecple's Police, political soldiers and desperados, whose
fanatical determination must not be underestimated.

PEOPLE'S POLICE UNIT MUTINIES -- Buenos Aires, Argentinisches Tageblatt,
21 Feb 51

On 5 February, 300 People's Police members in Hoyerswerda, Sachsen, an en-
tire unit mutinied beceuse they were to be trained in the use of heavy weapons.

The West Berlin Stadtblatt reports that all of the above members of the
People's Police were arrested and sent to an unknown destination.

POLICE OFFICERS TRATNED IN USSR -- Stockholm, Svenska Dagbladet, 28 Jan 51

Berlin, 27 January -~ Recently, 150 officers of the Pecple's Police went
to the USSR to study at a military academy for 16 months. Thirty of the higher .
staff officers will be trained as general staff officers in Mosgow, while 120
will be trained at the academy ia Saratov as battalion, regiment, and division
commanders . :




